HIS    POSITION    AS    FOREIGN    SECRETARY

perspective. He had not, like some of his predecessors,
the chance of initiating any new policy, and his pre-
occupation, like that of Castlereagh, was to liquidate a
great war.  Sir Austen has two claims in particular to
distinction as Foreign Secretary: he never took a step
without preparing the way carefully indeed, and his
historical sense rendered him profoundly aware of the
mistakes of his predecessors.   Great Britain has num-
bered many eminent statesmen among those who have
controlled her foreign policy, but they have not all been
equally successful.   Wolsey, for example, was almost
certainly the first English statesman to realize the
advantages that could be derived from establishing a
balance of power on the mainland of Europe, and for
this he deserves more credit than he usually receives;
but he made the mistake of throwing his country's
weight into the scales too often, with the result that
in the end both France and Spain always discounted
English intervention in advance, so that it became
quite ineffective. In a later age Palmerston made much
the same mistake, with the result that it was justly said
he began his career by standing up to Napoleon and
finished it by going down on his knees to Bismarck.
Oliver Cromwell is often acclaimed as a master of
foreign policy, though it is difficult to discover upon
what ground. He certainly made Britain respected (in
this connection generally a synonym for being disliked)
on the Continent, but he lacked the foresight to per-
ceive that Spain was the declining and France the
rising Power of the day.   No doubt it was very flatter-
ing to the national pride to hear of the Battle of the
Dunes and of the capture of Dunkirk, but the only
tangible result of Cromwell's foreign policy, apart from
an economic crisis at home, was to accelerate the